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The Bays Community Group
reconvened its AGM on Wednesday 29
July and I was honoured to be elected
as the Bays’ President for the coming
year. Following on from our last two
Presidents, Cathy Gleeson and Bob
Puffett, I know I have big shoes to fill.
What a great job they have done for
The Bays for so many years. We all
appreciate the many hours they have
put in and look forward to seeing them
at future events whilst they sit back and
(at last!) relax.
The reconvened AGM saw a great
turnout of residents and many were
keen to join the new committee. This
has resulted in an exciting cross-section
of committee members – young people,
the young-at-heart, those new to The
Bays, long-time residents and an
amazing collection of skills and
experience. Our first committee meeting
has already been scheduled. Whilst we
are currently limited with respect to the
events we are able to offer, I am already
hearing exciting new ideas for future
Bays events.

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

It would be great if we were able open
up the hall more frequently, offering
more opportunities for residents to
come together and enjoy each other’s
company. Some events might appeal
more to our younger residents, some to
our more mature residents and
hopefully lots of events that all ages
might enjoy. Watch this space!
I am excited about the Bays year ahead
and sincerely hope that it is not too long
before life begins to return to something
closer to the ‘normal’ we knew – or
maybe evolve into a new ‘normal’ that
we like even better.
In the meantime, you may see me
strolling around any of The Bays or
dragging my kayak back up Woy Woy
Bay Road after launching in Gurdon
Reserve – or maybe just generally
loitering and enjoying the view. Please
say, ‘Hi’ – it would be great to be able to
put even more faces to names.
Wishing you happy, healthy and tranquil
days in The Bays.

Gwynneth Weir
President



The Newly Elected Bays Committee
For the first time for a long time (maybe ever?) the Bays Committee consists of the 
maximum number of committee members allowed by the constitution. Having a full 
complement will bring many benefits, not least with respect to the sharing of the workload.  

It is always good to have new members, bringing new ideas as well as strengths and skills 
that will be invaluable going forward, alongside those that have been involved before.

Your New Committee

President: Gwynneth Weir

Vice-President: Ally Chuang

Secretary (joint): Lina Nguyen and Dean Wignell

Treasurer: Sven Bjornsson

Phegans Bay Representatives: Zoe Anderson, Kate Ayrton, Vivian Cumbo, Marie Davies

Phegans Bay Heights Representative: Ylenna Zajec

Horsfield Bay Representative: Mimi Boughtwood

Woy Woy Bay Representatives: Sue Douglas, Carolina Schilling



Meet Gwynneth Weir
It’s time for our regular monthly
resident profile. This month we get to
know our new BCG President.

Would you like to be profiled or know someone that would? Email baysbulletin@hotmail.com

Tell us a little bit about yourself.
My partner, Keith, and I landed in Australia
from England early in 2007, never having been
to Australia before. We came with my job and it
was meant to be a four-year posting. I was then
asked to stay until I retired, by which time we
had citizenship and our family on the other side
of the world were spread far and wide. So we
did not have an obvious location to return to.
Not a difficult choice to remain here and make
this our permanent home!

How long have you lived in the Bays?
We moved here in April 2008. Like almost
everyone else, we found The Bays quite by
chance. We rented our home for three years
before we had the opportunity to buy it. During
those three years I used to go onto the deck
late every night, take in the view of the bay by
moonlight, and I knew it would break my heart
if I ever had to leave. Hopefully, I never will.

Where did you grow up?
I was born and raised in a Yorkshire village
called Wibsey. It is the second highest village
in England and beautiful but cold – very cold!
The wind whips off the top of the moors. My
pervasive childhood memory is of standing at
the school bus stop freezing cold! If you are
familiar with the Bronte sisters, they lived in
Haworth – a village eight miles from Wibsey.
Emily Bronte’s novel, ‘Wuthering Heights’ is
located on our local moors and, yes, it can be
as bleak, cold and wet as the book depicts. But
on a couple of days a year it is magical! Not a
surprise that I LOVE the Australian sunshine.

What is the best part of living here?
I don’t think I will ever take the views for
granted. In the UK only millionaires have views
that remotely compare to the views enjoyed by
virtually every home in The Bays. I also
appreciate that we are little bit off the beaten
track, but still only 10 minutes from shops, a
major train station and the motorway. When our
numerous UK visitors come off the flights from
the UK, it is good that we don’t have a six hour
journey to get home – and they are able to
travel to Sydney easily to see the sights there.
A good compromise for us. And how can I not
mention the beautiful and varied birds that we
see every day from our deck…

What’s your favourite time of the year in the
Bays?
How can you possibly have a favourite? It’s like
asking which child is your favourite. Every
single day in The Bays is special and I love the
delights that every season brings.

What is your favourite local restaurant or
cafe?
The Waterfall Café at Mount Penang Gardens
is definitely one of our favourites. And I don’t
think I will ever tire of sitting on the deck at
Margarita Daze, taking in the stunning views
whilst participating in a little people watching!

http://hotmail.com


Weed of the Month – Mother-of-Millions

Mother-of-Millions can be seen around 
the foreshore of our Bays, usually on 
rock shelves and often on street verges 
and in front gardens. 
It has pinkish-brown to grey mottled 
stems that grow up to 60cm high. 
It starts off as a small succulent-like 
plant but can grow up to 100-200cm.
The flowers are bell-shaped and red to 
orange in colour. It reproduces rapidly, 
producing hundreds of tiny segments 
which quickly form new colonies. 
Mother-of-Millions is poisonous to 
humans and household pets if eaten.

Eradication
The best option is to remove absolutely 
all traces of the plant including the 
flowers. Bin these weeds rather than 
composting or leaving on the ground.
Alternatively, if the colony is too large 
you can use a weed killer. First, spray 
the weed with detergent, avoiding the 
surrounding native vegetation or soil. 
Then use a glyphosate herbicide. Follow 
instructions on the herbicide container. 
Detergent will ensure the poison is 
absorbed. Poisoning is most effective 
when the plants are flowering – between 
May and October. It may take several 
attempts over time to fully eradicate but 
is worth the effort.



The Bays Bush Care is back!

For more information contact: 

Ben Feltham, Landcare Officer, Natural Assets Management, Central Coast Council
T: 4350 5106 M: 0417 522 947E: Ben.Feltham@centralcoast.nsw.gov.au

Join us for Bays Bush Care on Sunday 13 September from 
9am to 12 noon.

Where 
The Group is currently working on the bushland reserve on 
Phegans Bay Road near the lower end of Raymond Rd 
and opposite the Phegans Bay reserve.                 

Join us 
Come and join the group if you are interested in learning 
about our local native plants and animals, passionate 
about protecting local bushland or simply looking for an 
opportunity to meet some of your neighbours. All tools, 
disinfectant and hand sanitiser will be provided. Please 
bring your own morning tea for our catch up at the end of 
the morning’s work.

Sponsor
The Bays Bushcare Group is sponsored and supported by 
the Central Coast Council following a submission from the 
Bays Community Group. Council provides tools, gloves 
and the guidance of an expert in bush care. The Group 
also monitors local wildlife. 

Please note
We will limit to 10 people at any session. Any volunteers 
with cold/flu like symptoms are asked to stay at home. 
Council will provide a COVID-19 awareness and work 
practices talk at the start of the session. 

http://centralcoast.nsw.gov.au


The Bays Community Garden

Want to get involved? Email the Bays Community Group at thebaysemail@gmail.com

Are you an avid gardener? Would you be
interested in helping to build and tending to a
local community garden right here in the
Bays?

In recent months, we’ve had several
enquiries about starting a community garden
behind the Bays Hall. With ample land to
play with, all we need are ready and willing
volunteers.

Due to CV-19, our recent fundraising efforts
have been cancelled so this project would
very much be a labour of love for the
community and would require donations of
seeds, cuttings and plants.

If this sounds like something you’d like to get
involved with, please get in touch via the
email address below.

http://gmail.com


Tonkin Drysdale Partners has been providing 
friendly, efficient, cost effective legal services to 
their many clients on the Peninsula and the lower 
Central Coast for more than 60 years.

Paul Tonkin and Dominic Tonkin reside in the 
Bays and are happy to assist with the following:
•Commercial matters
•Conveyancing matters
•Family Law matters
•Criminal Law matters
•Wills, Probate and
Disputed Estates

•Civil matters in all 
courts
•Business and 
Company Law
•Victims and workers            
compensation

Partners: Darrell Pannowitz-OAM, Paul Tonkin, 
Paul Quinn, Lee Pawlak
Associate :Dominic Tonkin
Solicitor: Nicholas Fagan

Each month the Bays Bulletin reaches more than 400 homes in the Bays area. Would 
you like to advertise your business? Get in touch thebaysemail@gmail.com

http://gmail.com

